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Gas may transform Mozambique even as debt darkens confidence

MAPUTO: About 30 minutes 
down a pot-holed road from 
Vilanculos, where dhows ferry 
tourists to luxury resorts on 
Bazaruto island, Sasol is ramp-
ing up output of  a fuel that 
could transform the world’s 
13th poorest nation.

Vast gas discoveries hold 
the potential to boost Mozam-
bique’s economy, more than 
three decades after the apart-
heid regime of  neighbouring 
South Africa backed rebels in 
a civil war that laid waste to 
the former Portuguese colony.

“We’re going to incremen-
tally increase capacity until 

we’ve reached the limit,” John 
Sichinga, senior vice-president 
of  Sasol’s exploration and pro-
duction unit, said at the pro-
cessing facility for the Temane 
and Pande gas fields.

While Sasol plans to spend 
$1.4 billion to produce more gas 
to send through a 865km pipe-
line to South Africa, Mozam-
bique’s ambition to become the 
world’s third-largest exporter 
of  liquefied natural gas rests 
on investment decisions by Eni 
and Anadarko Petroleum. The 
still-positive sentiments eman-
ating from the explorers can’t 
lift the gloom over ballooning 
state debt and depressed fuel 
prices.

“The uncertainty does cre-
ate a challenge on the way 
forward,” said Chris Breden-
hann, a partner at PriceWater-
houseCoopers in Cape Town. 
“The project is pivotal for the 
development and growth of  
Mozambique.”

For Mozambique the stakes 
are high as Anadarko and 
Eni mull whether to proceed 
with projects expected to draw 
investment totaling $1 000n. 
Project approval could see LNG 
production boost the size of  
the economy ninefold by 2035, 
according to Standard Bank 
Group, the continent’s biggest 
lender.

That potential from the 

2010 discovery of  one of  the 
world’s biggest gas fields off  
Mozambique’s northern coast 
is at risk after the government 
in April disclosed $1.4bn of  
previously hidden debt. That 
prompted the World Bank and 
other donors to suspend aid 
and Fitch Ratings last month 
downgraded Mozambique’s 
credit. The country missed an 
interest payment on a govern-
ment-guaranteed loan and is in 
talks with the lender.

Mozambique’s growing debt 
burden, compounded by a bond 
to fund a tuna-fishing fleet, 
won’t deter Anadarko from 
reaching a final investment 
decision to build an LNG plant, 

according to John Christian-
sen, head of  corporate com-
munications for the company.

“We are aware of  Mozam-
bique’s debt issues and as the 
government works to address 
those, we are working hard 
to put in place a set of  agree-
ments with the government 
that will provide the founda-
tion for definitive sales agree-
ments with LNG customers,” 
Christiansen said. “Once those 
agreements and the financing 
arrangements are in place, we 
expect to be in a position to 
take FID.”

Filippo Cotalini, a spokes-
man for Eni, didn’t return an 
email seeking comment. The 

Italian company’s chief  execu-
tive Claudio Descalzi said talks 
to sell a stake in the Mozam-
bique project were moving for-
ward, Il Sole 24 Ore reported on 
Wednesday.

Omar Mitha, head of  
Mozambique’s state oil com-
pany, didn’t immediately 
respond to emails seeking com-
ment.

Revenue for Mozambique 
could reach up to $212bn over 
the life of  the LNG project, 
based on the extraction of  45 
trillion cubic feet from Anadar-
ko’s Area 1 alone, according 
to a 2014 study by Standard 
Bank. LNG production could 
spur growth in the Mozam-

bican economy to 24 percent 
a year from 2021 to 2025, esti-
mates from the International 
Monetary Fund show.

Sasol hasn’t lost its appe-
tite for Mozambique, which 
remains the focus of  its invest-
ment drive. “If  you look at our 
demand, we need a lot more 
exploration prospects,” said 
Sichinga, adding that Sasol is 
looking to extend its existing 
commercial agreement in the 
country past 2029.”

Sasol doesn’t expect Mozam-
bique’s debt issues to dampen 
investor interest and the com-
pany will consider offerings 
in the nation’s sixth licensing 
round, expected next year, 

according to Sichinga. In the 
fifth round, Sasol took a stake 
in an offshore block that will be 
operated by Eni, while Exxon 
Mobil was awarded another in 
a partnership with Rosneft.

South Africa is keen to 
source gas for power plants and 
stimulate industrial demand 
after electricity shortages hob-
bled growth in the continent’s 
second-biggest economy.

“The South African market 
is lucrative, given the current 
plans to diversify the energy 
mix away from coal up until 
2030 and beyond,” said Nadine 
Steyn, a research analyst for 
consultant Frost & Sullivan.– 
Washington Post
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Zim government gives 
tourism a major boost 

HARARE: Zimbabwe’s premier tour-
ism expo, Sanganayi/Hlanganani, 
which has been hanging in the bal-
ance from a lack of  funds, will go 
ahead as planned after the govern-
ment injected US $500 000 (R7.5 mil-
lion), the Zimbabwe Tourism Author-
ity (ZTA) announced on Friday. 

ZTA acting chief  executive Give-
more Chidzidzi told a press confer-
ence in Harare the event will be 
held from 16-18 June in the country’s 
second city, Bulawayo. 

“Today the nucleus of  the matter 
is that as organisers of  the Sanganai/
Hlanganani Expo, we are making 
that definitive proclamation that San-
ganai/ Hlanganani World Tourism 
Expo 2016 is now certain,” Chidzidzi 
said. 

Chidzidzi said 163 exhibitors had 
confirmed their participation in the 
event, an increase from last year’s 128. 
Among them were 28 foreign exhib-
itors from countries such as Bot-
swana, South Africa, Uganda, Kenya, 
India and Indonesia. 

“In terms of  buyers, we are happy 
to inform you that so far 128 inter-
national buyers have confirmed. 

 “These are mainly from Europe, 

notably UK, Spain and Germany, 
while others will come from markets 
in the Americas, China, Asia and 
Pacific, Africa and the Middle East,” 
he said. 

 The first group of  buyers, Chidzi-
dzi said, was expected in the country 
on June 6, adding that there would 
also be 19 international journalists 
from Nigeria, South Africa, the US, 
the UK and Spain among others. 

Chidzidzi said despite the  
financial hardships facing them 
the organisers of  the expo, which  
was adopted as a national event  
in 2008, had continued to lay the 
groundwork for its successful host-
ing. 

He said the organisers had moved 
the event to Bulawayo after a govern-
ment directive to spread the activity 
to other parts of  the country.

The city had also been chosen 
because the traditional venue, the 
Harare International Conference 
Centre, had over the years proven 
too small for the growing event. 

Chidzidzi said first time  
local exhibitors were not being 
charged anything for their exhibition 
as a way of  promoting and show-
casing Bulawayo’s cultural diversity. 
– ANA
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Rwanda’s progress is a prisoner of the past
KIGALI: It was the genocide 
the world expected South 
Africa to have – instead we 
had the miracle.

On the evening of  April 6, 
1994, President Juvenal Habya-
rimana of  Rwanda and Presi-
dent Cyprien Ntaryamira of  
Burundi perished when their 
aircraft was shot down on its 
final approach to Kigali airport 
in Rwanda.

Within an hour roadblocks 
had been set up. Soon after, 
shots began to ring out over 
Kigali as the death squads 
moved in, going door to door.

There was no science to the 
slaughter, not in the beginning. 
Tutsis were clubbed, hacked to 
death.

The shooting and the blow-
ing up of  30 000 at the Gatwaro 
stadium would come later. In 
the beginning it was just about 
ticking off  the prepared death 
lists.

The groundwork had been 
laid for years – the Belgians 
bore responsibility for making 
a class distinction a racial one, 
the Catholic church perfected 
it and human selfishness did 
the rest. 

There had been attacks 
before, dating back before 
Rwanda’s independence in 
1961, with the first wave of  
Tutsi refugees, Paul Kagame 
among them, fleeing to Uganda 
after the first massacre of  Tut-
sis in 1959. 

The hatred had been ramp-
ing up, the economy tanked in 
the late 1980s, putting pressure 
on the ruling Hutu elite. 

Kagame had begun a suc-
cessful incursion with Tutsi 
rebels from the north. 

The world wanted the Hutus 
and Tutsis to forge a govern-
ment of  national unity with 
an integrated civil service and 
army following the Arusha 
Peace Accord signed in Tanza-
nia late in 1993.

The Hutus were having 
none of  this. The Intera-
hamwe, a youth militia, was 
in training, the Hutu-domin-
ated media, notably the rabidly 
racist Radio Television Libre 
Des Mille Collines set up dur-
ing the peace talks, was incit-

ing not just racial violence,  
but genocide. 

And then there were the 
Hutu 10 commandments, a par-
ody of  the Mosaic injunctions, 
issued in 1990 as the doctrine 
of  Hutu power began to take 
shape. 

The commandments left no 
room for any misunderstand-
ing: any contact by Hutu men 
with Tutsi women was tan-
tamount to racial treason, as 
was any business relationship. 
No teachers should be Tutsis, 
nor soldiers. Any Hutu who 
refused to spread this new gos-
pel would be a traitor too.

There had been warnings as 
far back as January, but they 
went unheeded at the UN head-
quarters in New York.

As the killings spread across 
the country, some Tutsis were 
encouraged by the Hutu gov-
ernment to seek shelter, as they 
had done in massacres past, 
in schools and churches. This 
time there was no safe haven. 
In Kibuye, refugees were mas-
sacred in church on April 17. 

The next day those who 
had been told to take shelter 
in the Gatwaro Football Sta-
dium faced the baying mob. 
Soon the stadium was a sea of  
blood, people cowering, baptis-
ing themselves in each other’s 
blood, preparing for death.

When the slaughter abated, 
the victims begged them to 
finish. The killers left. They 
came back the next day and 
finished off  those still alive.

Three days later, on April 
21, the UN met to pass a reso-
lution condemning the killing, 
“appalled at the ensuing large 
scale of  violence in Rwanda” 
and then promptly voted to 
slash the size of  the UN Assist-
ance Mission for Rwanda 
(Unamir) peacekeeping force 
to 270 Ghanaian volunteers.

The bigger story was South 
Africa and its elections less 
than six days away. A week 
after Nelson Mandela was 
inaugurated as South Africa’s 
first democratic president, 
the UN met again to authorise 
Unamir II, with a troop contin-

gent of  5 500 men, but it would 
take a month to deploy them, 
by which time Kagame’s troops 
would have all but routed the 
Hutu government.

In 100 days more than a 
million people had been slain. 
Not only Tutsis; many were 
moderate Hutus.

Their stories live on in the 
Kigali Genocide Memorial, 
a final resting piece for the 
tens of  thousands exhumed 
from open latrines into which 
they’d been forced, or hacked 
to pieces and left to rot in the 
forests, or buried in unmarked 
graves. Their fates beggar the 
imagination. Some were tied 
to chairs and beaten, tortured 
until their tormentors grew 
bored and killed them. People 
had their tendons slashed so 
they couldn’t run away.

Women and children were 
particular targets. Rape was 
a precursor for many deaths. 
The memorial is a shrine and 
museum. The exhibits are 
haunting, a melange of  video 
footage and graphic pictures. 

The silent footage screams its 
horror: children showing off  
their horrific wounds. 

And mute echoes with South 
Africa: special calipers used in 
colonial Rwanda to determine 
the size of  a person’s nose to 
establish whether they would 
be classified Tutsi and privil-
eged, just like the pencil test in 
apartheid South Africa. 

The identity book with the 
all-important racial classifi-
cation in French and Flem-
ish; a dompas in everything 
but name, the Flemish almost 
identical to the Afrikaans that 
would spark its own conflagra-
tion in 1976.

There are 259 000 people 
interred at the memorial. 

Countless families were 
destroyed, millions of  people 
displaced. Lawlessness, looting 
and chaos were rampant. Infra-
structure was destroyed.

“The genocidaires had been 
more successful than anyone 
would have dared believe. 
Rwanda was dead,” reads the 
penultimate exhibit before 

you move to a darkened room 
where old family photographs 
of  the victims hang in lit 
alcoves.

Today, the country is 
unrecognisable. It’s clean, 
obsessively so, starting with 
the confiscation of  all plastic 
bags on arrival at Kigali Inter-
national Airport. The roads all 
the way to Gisenyi on the banks 
of  Lake Kivu in the north-west 
where the Hutu government 
made its last stand before flee-
ing into Goma and exile are not 
just beautifully surfaced, there 
are street lights too. 

There are immaculate gar-
dens outside the district offices 
of  every village and town. On 
the last Saturday of  every 
month – in line with Kagame’s 
edict – the entire country gives 
up its morning from 8 to 11 
to clean up the areas in their 
cells. For an hour afterwards 
the cells meet to discuss mat-
ters of  community importance 
for the next month.

Known as Umuganda, it’s 
an age-old Rwandan custom 

that ironically underpinned 
the efficiency and speed of  
the genocide 22 years before. 
Kagame has harnessed it as a 
nation-building exercise. 

Surviving the genocide has 
meant tribalism is banned; 
there’s no mention of  ethni-
city on official documents. 
Anything that could possibly 
spark any ethnic division is a 
criminal offence.

The words “never again” 
resonate across the country, 
particularly during the com-
memoration at this time of  the 
year. The slogan is Kwibuku, a 
Kinyirwandan term subtitled 
remember, unite, renew, with 
banners complete with corpor-
ate logos adorning businesses 
and government buildings.

This year it’s Kwibuku22, 
the number a reminder of  the 
distance travelled since the 
genocide. 

Rwanda is fastidious in 
other ways too. There is no 
boisterous public debate, no 
one agitating for the presi-
dent’s downfall – perhaps 

understandable, given the 
media’s role in fomenting the 
genocide.

Instead, Kagame runs the 
country like a chief  executive 
officer, holding his ministers 
to their key performance areas 
and pointing to the country’s 
run of  positive growth rates – 
albeit off  a low GDP – coupled 
to favourable international 
competitive surveys as proof  
of  the country’s success.

Discussion of  the genocide 
is restricted. For the past 18 
months, it has been referred to 
strictly as a genocide against 
Tutsis, ignoring the reality that 
tens of  thousands of  Hutus 
were slain too. 

The other self-censorship 
is the number of  casualties. 
International agencies esti-
mate this to be between 500 000 
and a million. In Rwanda it is 
stated as more than a million, 
with some experts privately 
conceding it could be in excess 
of  2 million, but to admit this 
would be to admit Hutus were 
also victims – a heresy worthy 
of  public shaming as a geno-
cide denialist. 

Critics say Kagame is a dic-
tator, government officials say 
no one understands Rwanda’s 
context, that the government 
of  national unity makes sure 
everyone has a seat at the table, 
from the deputy president to 
the speaker of  the house, all of  
whom must be from opposition 
parties, even up to half  the 
seats on the cabinet and even 
if  the ruling party has won 
80 percent of  the poll. 

Kagame uses the continu-
ing support to push for a third 
seven-year term in office, 
changing the constitution 
because his administration 
delivers.

Back at the genocide memor-
ial, there’s a room upstairs. It’s 
open, light and airy. There are 
no exhibits, only some chairs.

A small sign proclaims it to 
be the counselling room.

There, slumped on a chair 
near an open window, is a 
woman, her body convulsing 
as she vainly dabs her eyes 
with a tissue. Her pain is as 
real today as it was 22 years 
ago. The rest of  us can’t even 
begin to understand.
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A visitor to the Kigali Genocide Memorial stands among the 
hundreds of pictures of victims sent in by loved ones.

A visitor to the Kigali Genocide Memorial in Rwanda ponders the last resting place of the 259 000 victims reburied there, following 
the 100-day genocide of more than one million Tutsis and moderate Hutus in 1994.  PICTURES: KEVIN RITCHIE


